
PG&E will begin implementing “On Bill Financing” for  
business customers July 1st.  This is a program that gives you 
incentives to make energy efficiency improvements—such as 

insulation upgrades, changes to your HVAC system, or installation of solar panels.  
The program allows you to get a 0% loan from PG&E and repay it (contd. page 2) 

have live music and speakers.  
10’x10’ booths are $75.  More 
info at 

Opportunities to Showcase Your Business 

Robin Bedell-Waite 
rbwaite@hsd.cccounty.us 
925/335-3213 
Claudia Pingatore 
CPingatore@hsd.cccounty.us 
925/335-3220   
www.greenbiz.ca.gov 

 Contra  Costa ’s   
 Green Business Program  
 br ings you. . .  

If you get an email from 
our new “system” regard-
ing recertification, please 
just call me at 925/335-
3213.   Otherwise, you will 
be hearing from me if your 
recertification is due.  In 
fact, many of you are due 
for recertifications thanks 
to countless hours creat-
ing the new database.  
However, we’ll use a 
shortened audit process, 
to quicken process for 
you. 

Recertifications & Updating Directory Info 

“We are thankful for 
the help of organiza-
tions that contribute 
to improving         
the habitat for      
humanity.” 
 

Sal Captain 
Captain’s Vineyards 

Moraga 
 

S TAY I N G  G R E E N  

you qualify to sponsor a 
booth.  More details at 
www.GreenFESTContra
Costa.com. 
 
Beehive Market is a new 
weekly open air market in 
Berkeley featuring green 
products & services, or-
ganic food, transporta-
tion, home improvement, 
fashion and beauty prod-
ucts, gardening & pet 
products.  They will also 

And I just sent you an email 
about the need for you to 
update your information in 
the directory— you’ll now 
be able to describe your 
business and your green-
ness, post a logo, testimo-
nials and a photo.  Contact 
me if you didn’t get this 
email!!  All of this will      
appear in our new search-
able directory, to be       
unveiled in 3-6 months—
making it easier for        
customers to find you! 

 July 2010 

Completing checklists 
online is finally here 
thanks to much work!  
This will be true for new 
businesses as well as for 
recertifications!  All previ-
ously chosen measures 
will be transferred to the 
new checklists, so that 
when you  begin the     
recertification process, 
you’ll just need to check 
off newer measures—
there are a good number 
due to significant updates.   

GreenFEST 2010, on 
Saturday, August 14, will 
be showcasing green 
products & services, 
healthy food, a farmer’s 
market, demos, educa-
tion, freebies and prizes!  
It is co-sponsored by the 
Contra Costa Association 
of Realtors (a Green 
Business) and Sustain-
able Contra Costa.  As a  
certified Green Business 

GREEN TIPS…New Way to  
Finance Energy Improvements!  

http://www.greenfestcontracosta.com/�
http://www.greenfestcontracosta.com/�
http://www.greenfestcontracosta.com/�
http://www.greenfestcontracosta.com/�


►In 2010, Green Busi-
nesses will receive a 
20% discount on Green 
Chamber of Commerce 
memberships. Visit 
greenchamberofcom-
merce.net. 
 
►Sustainable Contra 
Costa is hosting their 2nd 
annual awards gala Sep 
29 and many of you 
should nominate your 
businesses!!!  Do so at     
sustainablecoco.org/
projects.html 
 
►DTSC, with help from 
the CA New Car Dealer 
Assoc & others, has 
placed all of the CUPA 
compliance (and some 
P2 ) info on one web-
page!!  Go to 
dtsc.ca.gov/
hazardouswaste/
automotive/index.cfm 
 
►By calling 1/800-
EXHAUST with a license 
plate number, date, time 
& location of a polluting 
vehicle you can help 
clean our air! 
 

WHAT’S  UP 
IN THE  
PROGRAM?  

S T A Y I N G  G R E E N  

Contra Costa’s first  
certified winery, Captain 
Vineyards, has trans-
formed a small hillside in 
Moraga into terraces of 
3500 grapevines—
Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Cabernet Franc, Petite 
Sirah, Petite Verdot and 
Pinot Noir.   Their  
exquisite fruit comes 
from wonderful soil, sun, 
climate and the gentle 
handling that has come 
with hard work and  
sustainable practices.  
Because they’ve trained 
their vines to penetrate 
deeper into the soil with 
less frequent and longer 
duration watering, they 
use less water than a 
typical household.  And 
in 2010, they intend to 
dry farm!  They no 

longer use fertilizers or 
pesticides thanks to the 
use of organic compost 
and the planting of  
flowers, legumes and 
other beneficial plants  
between the rows of 
vines.  This practice has 
enhanced the environ-
ment and reduced  
erosion.  All the organic 
solids from the vineyard 
and winemaking are  
composted and returned 
to the soil, and the rinse 
water from the winery is 
recycled back into the 
vineyard.  They even 
clean their equipment and 
tanks with organic  
sanitizers.  Inside the  
winery, they use low en-
ergy lights that automati-
cally turn off when not in 
use, and use no air  

conditioning in the cellars 
due to the superior  
insulation (over R60).  
Their chickens love the 
household food waste, 
happily providing them 
with fresh eggs every 
day!  Be sure to tour their 
vineyards and taste their 
wine!  
www.captainvineyards.com 

   Collision Repair,  
   San Pablo 
Creative Office,  
      Pleasant Hill 
EcoNexus, Antioch 
Full Circle Landscapes,  
   El Cerrito 
Interactive Resources,  
   Point Richmond 
Karine Brighten Events,  

American Textile &  
   Supply, Richmond 
Ascend Innovations,  
   Kensington 
Captain Vineyards,  
   Moraga 
Central Contra Costa  
   Sanitary District,  
    Martinez 
Contra Costa College  

   Kensington 
Martinez City Hall & Police 
Mechanics Bank, Pinole 
Payless Painting,  
   Pleasant Hill 
Social Ventures, Danville 
Stone Creek Insurance  
   Agency, Lafayette 
The Stanford Group, 
   Danville 

P A G E  2  

G E T T I N G  T O  K N O W  O U R  G R E E N  B U S I N E S S E S :  

CAPTAIN VINEYARDS  

 WELCOME NEW GREEN BUS INESSES !  

directly to PG&E through your monthly PG&E bills.  There are no up-front 
costs.  Your monthly bill will reflect your new, lowered energy use, plus a small 
loan repayment amount—but the total monthly bill will not be higher than what 
you pay now!  Once the loan is paid off, your monthly bills will be lowered to 
your new, lowered electricity bill so that you can see the full savings of your 
energy efficiency improvement.   We will email you more information, particu-
larly with regards to which activities qualify for the program, as soon as we re-
ceive it from PG&E.  So start making some plans!! 

Chickens happily eating 
food scraps & laying eggs 

GREEN TIPS  ( C O N T I N U E D )  

http://www.captainvineyards.com�
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